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THIRD AMENDMENT AFTER RNAL REJECTION 



^ Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C, 20231 

Sir: 



0 



Please amend the application as follows. 
In the claims: 



e 



{twice annended) A method of increasing levels of osteoprotegerin in a mammai comprising 
admintsterinQ to (modifying] the mammal [with] a nucleic acid encoding osteoprotegerin, wherein the 
administration [modification of the mammal with the nucleic acid] results in an Increase In the level of 
osteoprotegerin and wherein the increase in the level of osteooroteoerin in the mammal results in 
increased bone density . 



Y 51 . The method of claim 49 wherelh^e mammai Is a human. 



(twice amended) The method of Claim s 48^ or STwherein the nucleic acid encodes osteoprotegerin 
^ comprising the amino acid sequence as shown in Figure 9B (SEQ ID NO: 5). 

(twice amended) The method of Claim s isTor ^wherein the nucleic acid encodes 
osteoprotegerin comprising a carboxy-terminal truncation of the amino acid sequence as shown in Figure 
9B (SEQ ID NO: 51. 



0 



i'^4r" (twice amended) The method of Claim s ^or S^wherein the nucleic acid encodes osteoprotegerin 
comprising a deletion of the amino acid sequence as shown in Figure 9B/sEQ ID NO: 5 wherein the 
deletion comprises removal of amino acids from the carboxv-temiinus or from the amino-terminus [of the 
amino temninal leader sequence]. 
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